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Gov. Charles deGrandpre: Avoyelles colonial

Served as Lt. Governor of Louisiana in 179)s, and based government of Red River district atAvayelks

a descendacst of Charles Louls ers as the key to the solution of the
Boucher early Indian
B s AVOYELLES HERITAGE b e T
sorts, disposal,
A the for 1 GrandPre wrote: “For guanding
lh:'ﬂ&;-'w“u "c.'f & We invite you to submit your stories or photos of mmhu&mduﬁ
JUR & e b the past for this column. Send to Avoyelles Heri- 1 bl 14 Flecl
ceatly in A . l"1:.\:-&’1: tage, The Weekly NmPO.BnSﬂ,M-rhvllh, ters and calkers, mmm.."’:.
Commission des Avoyelles. x La. 71 vithtwoplcesolord
nance. are five|
o5 i .St . supplied with six
harles Louis Boucher de the necessary ammuni-
in Colo- boats willbe very service.
nial as “Don Carlos da
GrandPre”) was bom in Louisisna
around 1746-49 to & French family
in New France from ity
His father, Louis Aatoine
Boucher de GrandPre, was bom in
Trois-Rivieres, in 1695 and
died in New Olems in 1763, His
Ma‘n:dha-iw.‘u:'
came to Loui-
siana in 1731, and served a different
of T and
of Mobile. In 1751, he received the
Louis from of
France for his years of effort in sub-

e ity e

i wasmayor
of his native town, holding vast land
grants in 3

arved at Q:::n n 163 from
Normandy with his parents,
Boucher and Nicols Lemere.
was Govemor of Trois-Rivieres for

oucherand Bishop Lavalle
Iped create in 1663 the ad-
nisiration hatallowed forthesiable

recruiler there for many ne
As WMIIE ldlo in the
Dictionary of Canadian B 1
Piere Boucher “had become 8

:um":ul-

_ Ageld

of Red River o
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Bordelon, Junesu, DeCu, Ducote, Jofien and

volution battle of Baton
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Baion Rouge, LA 1788,

iu’numhnnjun. Edwin A, Smith, Jr., Baton Rouge

Pierrewas  ish rule. It is recorded on January 12,

1775, that Licuienant Crlos Luys de
GrandPre sailed on the sloop “San
Antonio” via Cuba to serve and con-
tinue his military service in the Regi-
menl of Brussels.

duration, for, on his service sheet of
- June 1793,

i
sive governors and military leaders,
soon as they arrived, sought his

pinions and his advice.”

Pierre married Jeanne

River from Montreal, in 1717, |ku
buried in the church which he

{adof whichthe i pustor s
Marguee. Fam mmdeafmm
Pert Bouchr
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Houssaye, Gay Arre, de Bore, Allain;
Droz, Gaultier d¢ Varennes, de
alei. ¢ Gardeut de Tl Dapeau
de Muy (Nicolas Dancau de Muy,
Hus man

appon wernor of the Province.
b iy mmmnm-g{m
10 take up his post),

Public Service

life

he Brussels Regimentonly onemonth
and 17 days.
His Marriage
Charles marmied Helene Price Pager
in 1784

Charles was married by “Pere
Antoine” kSedeIIulSl Louis Ca-
thedral in New Orleans on April 1.
1784, to nnm trice Pum n the
record,

s s
“Licutenanl-Colonel of the Infaniry
Orleans.

which officially traces
1o this event. In thi

1% e from 8 Spemiss m; w0
the effect that GrandPre be given 40
“pesos fuertes” per month, as of De-
cember 1769, Seven years later, av
the Commandant at Pointe Couppe,
e was receiving pay for himselland
fus detachment directly from Gover-
nor Bernardo Galvez. In a r?mﬂ
government_ employees in
Louisiana, 1780-1 -J:;l of
civil commandants h I.BM 600

pesos fuertes”
lll August |779. Charles, or
“Don Carlos,” was informed by
Galvez that Spain officially recog-
nired the United Previous
that, the Spanish had been actively

st have been an error
prest,for at hattme. Charies was i
command at Naichez. His bride was a
Frenchwoman whose family came 1o
Louisiana from Canada through the
Tlinois settlements. These are the
children of Charles and Helene de
GrandPre (all were born in Louisi-
ana); 1) Celeste,over 21 in 1811, wha

Beale, 2) Helene,
over2lin 1811,

Charles de had & most
illustrious career. His entire MI.
lfe was spent in public service i
military and in government
Sdatticn: 116 st e Tl
of his activities and exploits during
ihe French regime, yet we know very
litle of his life under the French.
Charles spent some time in New Or
Ieans, but most of the time he was at
outer posts. He was, ot various times.
ommandaof heposts ot Avoylles.

Fulton in 1808, u.quhn Il“ J)
one S

whe

married Ad:leAllunmmunn 14,
1816, and died July 14, [861 )
s, over 21 in 1811, who mar

Miss deBrien. and died in 1857,
6)Philip, 18 1811, whodied around
1833; 7) Gabriel, 16 in 1811, §)
Rosalie, 15 in 1811;9) Alexander, 14
in 1811, m,duduwm 1832: 10)

Boior qu.:. ‘Naiches, Pointe
Coupee, and . Under the
French, his posts were Opelousas and
PoinieCoupee. He was

;.mm.hnununnmu-l

umnw-mﬂyinlln France
when his father died i 1763 His
mother had a great deal of trouble
mlk(unl debis owed her deceased
veral times she had (o
resont 1o petitioning the Superior
< O

Louts, on Sepiem
ber 24,1810, 1) Heary, who

Josephine Lavalle, and died beforc
une. who died

s Decembes 28, |308, was
he ks o Cheg it il dawn
in Baton Rouge. The date 1811 was
W e O ot Fot e succession

Spanish Control
Spau takes ot Luuisiata

st 30, 1763), as the tutrix of her
runor children, she sued for the pay-
ment of a specific debt in order 1o
educate her children in France. Her
son, Charles, o hattime,

ortded 0 s jourmal
December 3. 1764, that the ship
Angelique” had arrived ot the Balize

of Lowisiana in 1763, it was French
officers of GrandPre s stamp, includ
ing the French Atiorney-General
Pleuriau, who eased the transition, so

ping " cause; wil.
nessthe that was widely
distributed from New Orleans that
denounced Anr Bur aed i oo
igilance of his militia in the
United StateaolimitEnglishacivicy
inthe arca. When Spain joined France
indheUnited s
England, GrandPre campaigned ef
fectvelyon he West Floruda ronier
on ber 2L 1779, with ea
Frenchmen from Pointe Coupee, he
crossed the Misissippi. River e
captured Brtish posts on
Creek and the Amite River M.lnynl
these men from Poinie Coupee were
the ancestors of families who later
came 10 Avoyelles uir,
DuCote. DuFour, Drm!l“llm Jof-
frion. Juness, LiCour. Mayeus, Ra
s and Roy. This mavement by
repheedy Selopiapunds.
mication hetween Naiche and Baton
allowing Galvez 10 take Ba
suge with ease. AS & result
hez was oscupied by Spanish

o evers penaie o he 1
aichez quiet
m\mm ¢ i syt o ia
command.
In 1788, the Spanish crown per-
mitted all Americans to use the Mis-
sissippi River as far south as New
Oreant GeandPre, 13 Commandant
atNaicher, sum:
e T Governor Wi, Berween Pl
ruary and Jly of 1790, 41 faiboas
at Natchez in route 1o New
leans carrying Aum barrels of
flour, 598 casks and 330 hogsheads
of tobacco, 261 barrels and 34,000
pounds of meat, 47 barrels and 100
polons of whiskey pls 7 sils, 35
s and 500 pounds of !
tons of iron, 7 tons of hemp,
roes in one flat and & host of ther
items, These observations of
GrandPre included 75 per centofthe f

(
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infantry (1 month 17 _ouisi-
e (17 years § months 16

¥s).
"-'m:w- Baton ng: um)

numanucmnm e Co
the short-lived Natchez Re-
yoltol 1781, and sucseding in quel-

for promotion, dem-
onstrated valor, good application,
capacity and conduci.
“There is o part of Charle

was educated in tl
pmrumn of the Law & is univur»
sally. wnu'dllM-nlNImu
 Sense and Strict|

i
polisly...1nddirected th man w0
spoke English to go with me and to

Spaui.rll Town

The Batos ge Siate Times
(October, 18, |m P lllJﬂ:mIad
lnoﬂlm’ incident: l.|

Mlnmllnauﬂum in Cali-
fornia. We are fortunate in having

Inan , was ceded in
ana Purc!

dar year. GrandPre also listed the
names of the crews of the boats, and

whether these people intended to seitle
below Natchez of return to their
homes.

In April of 1789, Manuel Gayoso
de Lemos was appointed governor of
the newly created Naichez District
Dune [Pre’s administration a
significant growth of population
caused by American immij
greatly influenced negouations lead-
ing 10 the Treaty of San Lorenzo.

Don Carl
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1803, the Ce
there asked to come to Baton Rouge

Historical Association, Loui:
Hist v.XXIV, n0.2, Spring l?!’
New ).

Avayelk:

Lo 8 result of he Treay of Sam
Lorenzo 1795),

soil.In 1805, Don Carlos e GrandPre,
of We

Kagu s Spansh Town.”
The B

on Rouge home of the
(hmvel‘mlywumhmh :

Ivy the Old SulzClPin's Atpresent,

lariuynmhof\ﬁ:)lupmllelml

‘with the Merci bor ca from France.

os"
the present “Hope Farm” (owned now
by the Balfour Millr. He bough

Rewarding
GrandPre for his foresight, Galvez
placed him in command of the pewly

won territory
All was quiet at Natcher until

annﬁmmmmm

Naichez, Governor Carondeler
10 Create & new administra-
tivecenter in the Red River Valley. It
was 10 be located at Avoyelles and
Carlos Louis Boucher de GrandPre
was selected 10 serve as liutenant
Carondelet se-

and
twogallerieson twolots, each 601120
feel. Across the street t North

it as the best location for administra-
tion of the district. GrandPre con-

rlnll.h.
GrandPre remained as military

Galvez s campaign
agains! Pensacols. Then, in April of
1781, & of English loyalists
organired & evelion and forced te
Span

el :l#}mn
on
oot e Favot e has

mun.-pummmmmlm

anish gar det In the
ab. sence of Galver. responsibility
for recovermg Naichez rested upon
Cranfhae, Conmindont of 80 &
et On biay 7, 741, wher
nte Coupee_he learned of the
rising and received & report w-T-

oaly the
Yion in New Orleans and ot  genersl
by the French colonists.

On
Alezandro O xe.u- appointed

with Charles de GrandPre aboard ukant Majer of
U s ety trom Frce, ittty e
Charles umed his .
of the Louisiana Nlllmﬂ Guard

mnlnn career. this YIWI‘ Ild!'!!'—

been allowed 10 leave for New Or
leans Etienne de s Morandiere s

sent with ocal it s, manly
from the Attakapas Posi, io retake
Naichez Before any action. the rebels
earned of Galver's wictory s
Pensacola, and their scheme col
Iapsed. When GrandPre amived. he

i) s pored e ant By
i

The service sheet for Don Carlos
de GrandPre, dated June 30, 1793, is
i the Archivo General de Indins,
Seville, . and reads as follows:
PRE, CARLOS DE

Country New Orleans.
Health Robust

m‘?

Status: Married
Ranks. adjutantof milstia brevesed

Tieutenant (Nov. 1. 1769, licutenam
(May 28, 1775); captain (July 1S,
lﬂ‘z‘ breveted heutenant colonel

the Louisi-
to the United States in
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